THE SWIRA LANGUAGE
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Introduction

The Swira were one of the so-callet “Five Characteristics of Swira:
Invading Tribes” (Swikogy), the others being
Erkipa Sihel, Nofiofe, anc Halan as well as the
languag spoker by them The first four S .
compriser a group of largely mutually * Possessor-raisiiincorporatiol
intelligible dialects Swra has beer use * Verbroo serializatiol _
collectively to refei to all of them as well as tc * Scope-ordere polysynthesi
the particula dialec of the Swira tribe, or Swire * Polypersonalisi

Proper Halar probably belongel to the sam:
family but was muct more distantly related
Halar is little-attester anc poorly understoo
because its speakers were destroyed as a political entity before any ofademlanguages were
regularly written. Swra sensu strictas studied, in preference to the other languages or dialects,
because (1) it is the most direct ancestor of the modern standard lang2pgeyas the dialect
spoken by the greatest part of the invading force, and the mostpdlitsuccessful one, and (3) it
was the dialect in whicfihe National Epiavas composed, whereas most of the other varieties are
attested mostly in short inscriptions, if at all.

Old Swira refers to the language as it was presumably spoken before the conduast, w
the tribe was still nomadic, and was much the same as the languageathéneribes. It is partly
reconstructed, although preserved in some texts and in archaic speech udedlicomtext.
Proto-Svira is used to refer to the entirely reconstructed mother language froich wore
distantly related languages also sprang. Classic@le8wfers to the language spoken by thar@w
tribe and the territory they conquered as a whole, from the time otdmguest for about four
hundred years afterward. It was during this time that the heavy importat learned words from
Yuktepat began. New or Modern Swa refers to the language as it is now, and has been spoken for
the last few hundred years or so. Although the current language is cl@i#fidyent from the
Classical variety, there is not a clear dividing line between the two.

The Classical and even more so the Newifavlanguages were essentially dialect groups
or dialect continua. In the Classical period, the closely related languages inaeasingly
absorbed into Swa, but left their mark on the criss-crossing dialectal isoglosses thalajemd.
Classical Swa was the first language of the ruling clans and the shared medium of
communication among all the people of the empire, essentially a lifigueca of northern
barbarian tribal languages with a heavy pedantic influence from Yuktepat.

» Compositione polysynthesi
» Detransitivizin¢ nour incorporatiol

Phonology
Classical Swira Consonants
Labial Coronal Palatal Velar Labio-Glottal
velal
Stops Voiceles: p t k
Voicec b (d) g
Fricatives Voiceles: f S (x) h
Voicec v (2) (n)

Nasa m n



Tar r
Latera I
Glide j <y w

Vowels: a, el 0,U3¢&710,0
Diphthongs: ai, au, oi, Ui, au, i

Syllable Structure: (C)(G)V(:)(&), where G is a glide and«0s any consonant except voiced stops
*[-sonorant] / _#
]/ #_

Phonological Rules

The following rules only apply within a morphological word.

- [177_10

- [/

* [/ _0]

* [ul /I _[w]

* [il/Cw]_[i]

» [u] /Cli]_[w]

* [u] /[+consonant, +obstruent]_#

. [+nas] + [aplace] / [+consonantiplace]
NIV

10.[u] * [w]/_V

11. A shor non-higt vowel disappeal before a long non-higt vowel.

12. A shor vowel followed by anothe shor vowel merge into the long versior of the secon:
vowel.

a. /R'o+1+te+ona/- [k¥olto:na]
13. Wher two long non-higt vowels are adjacen a consonar (usually eithel [h] or [?]) is
inserted between them.

©NOU A ®ONE
SESESESE e Ne)

O

The rules stated above do not operate across word boundaries. Betweenthenrelss another
rule that operates.

14. A non-phonemi glottal stog is inserte« betweel a vowel al the enc of a word anc a vowel
at the beginning of a following word.

The voiced stops, with few exceptions, occurred only between vowels, webpta nasal and a
vowel. At one point, they were probably allophones of the voicelegsstmut before the breakup
of Proto-Svira they had, marginally, aquired phonemic status. There was no voicecegoamto

/t/, although [d] occurred phonetically as an allophone of /r/, and later @saeme in some
dialects. In some respects /r/ acted as a voiced counterpart to /t/. The ftggufely/ increased
rapidly during the early Classic Swa period due to the influx of Tepat words, many including the



uvular phoneme /q/ which was rendered [g] in1&w

In Proto-Svira a syllable could end in a vowel or any single consonant. However, oral
obstruents were permitted in syllable-final position only worceinally. Only sonorants and
vowels were permitted word-finally. In cases where a form ended in a nansainderlyingly, a
phonetic [u] appeared in surface representation. The accent in a worihdefar as possible, on
the first long vowel in the root. When there was no long vowel in that,rthe first syllable was
stressed. All kinds of CC combinations were permitted across syltahlaedaries (except stop +
nasal), although nasals assimilated to a following stop. Geminate mamiscoccurred intervocally,
and a long vowel was not permitted to proceed a geminate consonantlaigeh&nguage (such
combinations that existed earlier were shortened).

In a sense Classical Ss had a dual phonology. The word and syllable types described
above for Old Swra hold for Classical words of native origin. Native and borroweddsazan
often be distinguished by phonology, because Tepat phonology wesnety different from
Swira. Tepat had a CVC and CVCVC shape for words, with an optional glidaterdl following
the first consonant (but not adjacent to any other consonants). Thusallepeed initial clusters
which were usually disallowed in Sva, while forbidding the medial clusters that were common in
Swira. While Svira words usually ended in vowels, Tepat words always ended in consonants,
including stops. Tepat also did not distinguish vowel length. Ias€ical Swra it is usually
obvious which words are borrowings because they begin and end in cots@amahsometimes
have initial clusters with /I/. Consonant clusters in native wordsveund only between vowels
and never initially. Words are certainly native when they contain [g;][K"], or [g"].

The Classical Swa language had a limited range of diphthongs: /ai/, /au/, /uil. Two
diphthongs, /oi/ and /eu/, were shortlived; /oi/ is assumed to haarged with /ui/ shortly before
the initial migrations, and /eu/ is believed to have changed to /joflghafterwards (since the
change is also reflected in most Tepat loanwords). Prehistoric dipigheid and /ou/ were nearly
universally changed to /i:/ and /u:/ respectively amongr&wand its related languages. Classical
Tepat [ej] and [ow] became the long vowels /e:/ and /o:/. The diphthahwés also reintroduced
from Classical Tepat.

We have no direct evidence of the stress pattern of ClassicabhShut we can presume
that it was the same as all contemporary varieties. That would mean that werdssiressed on
the first syllable with a long vowel, or if there were no long vowels the first syllable.

Writing System

Classical Swra is written in a mixed system of Tepatic characters, which represent wioods,
regardless of pronunciation, and are usually used to write verb and oots; and phonetic
symbols, which represent syllables (or sometimes individual sQuadd are usually used to write
inflections and particles.

Because Tepatic did not have any rhotics, Swiric /r/ was represented bglifiqaition of the
grapheme «b>. Similarly, /f/ was represented by a modification of <p»>.

Originally, Swiric writing did not distinguish voiced and voicedgslosives, except for /g/, which
was represented by the grapheme <g>. Thus it would appear that there wetleesd initials:

p,f,t,k,g, mn,r,I,w,y,h



...with /b/ unmarked. Only later was the voicing mark added, which was placttieft of
consonant signs to indicate that they were voiced.

Vowel length was dealt with in two ways. One was to ignore it. The otles to use two syllabic
signs, e.g.ta+ a=ta; su+ uk = sik.

Tiptumic languages had periods to mark the end of sentences, but niboguasexclamation
marks. This may be due to the fact that all such languages had explicit ga&éwe and
exclamatory particles, which made special punctuation marks for them redundant

Dialects

Northern Swra dialects showed a loss or weakening of phonemic vowel length earlieshend
lost the distinction between short [i] and [u], collapsing them kioth a high central voweli].
This centralization began ini$l early in the Old Siwa period and spread from there. Phonemic
length was also weakened or lost in parts of the south wheneaSwmas learned as a second
language by ethnic Tepat, who spoke a language without phonemic |&adfthwing this, in some
varieties the short central vowel merged with an adjacent glide. Whbecameu andju becama.
This change began with medial sequences and in some varieties spread to eaddjuiraind [wi]
clusters. For example Old $k& puju, Modernfui, “winter.”

In the east, a consonant shift began affecting intervocalic consonacitstisi the voiced
stops were fricated, voiceless stops voiced, and geminate stops mohplihis shift began in
Nofiofe (<*nogosj¢ and spread outwards to many other dialects.

In other regions, certain sounds were palatalized, and others labializeolyd&di stops
merged with either labials or velars; final vowels were lost; short vewedre centralized; [oi]
merged with [ui], and intervocalic glides were lost. In a couple ofaleanced urban centers of
Koswiral, final vowels after voiceless consonants are devoiced, and even dropped. dwatgy v
were typically shortened in these environments. E.g.,

*  putL > put

o tuki > tuk

To this day there are a large number of words with alternate pronumasatif [p] or [K], or [p]
or [f], as the dialects mixed after the changes distinguishing them hed talkce.

talka

mapko> mafko

nok“ti > nopti > notti > notci
nokk"i > nokpi> noppi

Sw.tl > tr
Teptlok > tloku > trok(u)
“how to, way of”: tukai (> t&e)

Swira dialect:

! Kingdom of the Svira



1. /si/>[fi]

2. Isujl, Iswil > [si]
t>ts/_{i,j}
tya > tsya

Some other dialectical differences:

In Erkipa, all inflectional morphemes beginning in /I/ or /r/ have atlopes beginning with [d] and
[t]. The /I/ of the underlying form becomes [d] after nasals and [t] affieo{ voiceless consonants.
So, for example, the past-tense morpheme /li/ in Erkipa can appear §dift[t].

Phonemic Standard dialects Erkipa

fona + li/ onali -onali
fim + i/ -imuli, -illi -indi
/nus + i/ nulli -nusti

In most forms of Swra, when /r/ came at the beginning of a syllable after a consonant, the
epenthetic vowel was inserted, but in one dialect, metathesis occurredtdd thiould come to
end the previous syllable.

ltak + ro:/ + [takuro:] + [tarko:]

Grammar

The Swira word classes or parts of speech are the verb, noun, numeral, and partstevevbs
had a root of CVC(V) shape, to which various affixes were added, whilasxalmost invariably
ended in open syllables, and usually had a shape of CV(C)CV. Particlesuseally short, with a
CV(C) form. Each of the word classes, except particles, could be inflectet varbs were
obligatorily inflected. The minimal verb consisted of a root and a qea prefix, which could
include the indefinite “placeholder” prefixa- Since the verb is the dominant form of any utterance,
and the most complex wordform in the language, it makes sense to statheiverb first. In this
section we will be using mainly Old Sva, as it was spoken before it diversified into the dialects
spoken by the different invading tribes.

“Adverbial” elements are usually incorporated into the verb: numbers andctdgs” are usually
prefixed to or compounded with the noun.

The Verb

The verb is so dominant that in fact, sometimes it is the only part@fsdntence, so far as we
understand the concept of “sentence.” (It might be said thateS\sentences” consisting of a main
verb and dependent subordinate verbs are more on the level of our p&xsayrépe verb has
several moods, which can be classified in the broad categories of supaterdinindependent
verb forms, and subordinate or dependent verb forms. The independsdsninclude the
indicative and imperative, and the dependent include the subjunctiedjeand participle. All



forms inflect for person, tense, voice, and polarity.

There are three main kinds of verbal paradigms, with implications for the verbs are
inflected. Fully inflected verbs can be considered to be of three main Kiingse are independent
verbs, subordinate verbs, and nominalized verbs.

The indicative, or superordinate or superjunctive verb, is the médeeamain verb of a
sentence. Within a sentence, there may be only one main verb, which indietenthal action of
the utterance, and which the speaker deems most important. All other verb iora sentence
must be of one of the subordinate types.

Subordinate verbs corresponded to English circumstantial expresgitnparticiples, or
verb phrases used together with conjunctions. Nominalized verbs oftessponded to English
adjectives, relative clauses, or agent nouns. E.g.,

* | like his singing

* | like the girl that sang

* A greerdog - ker temigu
* A shamar - timi

There were two main semantic classes of verbs. Dynamic verbs described ,actions
performed by one actor, the agent, on someone or something else, anselfhiStative verbs
described states of being and were by nature intransitive.

Verbs and verb roots could be divided into several different classes depeoiseveral
factors, such as how they interacted with tense and other suffixes, whetlyeo\wtbrlapped with
nouns, and what kind of personal prefixes they could take.

The various voice and valence-related derivational verb suffixes gavéormse array of
“conjugational” forms in early Swa. Thus the applicative suffix that allowed the objectification
of the goals of motion verbs became the definitive stem of a conjugdtass populated mostly
by motion verbs. The same happened for stative suffixes. Meanwhdeadpectual distinction
became one of tense, with the imperfective becoming present tense and #wtipetbecoming
past, with a new future tense created.

Prefixes ROOTS Suffixes
Person marking Applicatives
Subiject| Indirect | Direct | Applicative NOUN | VERB | VERB | Voice | Mood| Tensg Polarity
marker | object | object ROOT | ROOT | ROOT
marker | marker 1 2 (3,
4..)

Morphemes were added to the verb in the following order:
subjec marke

indirect objec marke

direci objec marke

applicative

incorporate nour sten

verk sten

VOice

mooc

ONoOG~WNE



9. aspec
10. polarity

In most of these slots, zero-marking is possible. In fact, only twtsshust be obligatorily filled:
the subject marker slot and the verb root root slot. Together, weefdl to the central part of this
template - the part containing the verb root, or the compound of sewaal + as the “stem.”

Path Verbs

e emt- arounc
e ersL- over acros

e gal- out(ward

e ilz-pas

* mus forwarc

e ni, nak- in(to/ward

* nur- through pierce puncturt
e per- backwart

e sar- down(ward

* tos- out(ward

*  wa-,wa- up(ward

Examples:
e nisuk inhale - sukn-
» tossul exhal¢ - sukto:-
e wapik- pull up - pikwe-
» sarpik- pull dowr - piksal-

1. K"ebrothe pune woru sutizupiksaiéli .
k“e-brother pune woru su-t-te-au-pik-sait
My brother was pulling a cart up from the lake.

Person Markers
The arguments of a verb were indexed on the verb as prefixes.

Subject| Indirect Object Direct Object Independént
Pronoun
1sg k'o- w- K"i- kWeja
1pl mi- n- mi- meja
1plincl. | jo- I- jo- ija
2sg le- I- li- leja
2pl wa- w- wi- uja
3a Su- S- Si- suja
3i te- t- te- teja




Interr. na- n- na-/ni- naja
Zero a- a- a- ]

In addition, there is occasionally encountered an additional switch-refenearson markers on
subordinate verbs. This markerkigo-

2. K'oswiyonal.
k "0esewieonacli
1SG-3a-2PL-give-PF
“I gave you (pl.) to him.”

3. K'iker atarmwe susikamu.
k "isken otoearsmueed suesicskamueli
1SG-dog father-exist-not-NOMINALIZER  1SG-3PL-bite-PERF
“My dog bit that bastard.”

Person markers can also form a basis for verb classification. Verbs may iggegraccording to
the kind of personal marker agreement that their arguments trigger. iffivanserbs are
uncontroversial; they take subject markers to refer to their agents, ieeet dbject markers to
refer to their patients. If they are ditransitive, they take indirect objenkers as well. Intransitive
verbs are more complicated. All have a single argument, but what kimdadfing that subject
triggers differs. Most intransitve verbs take subject marking,aofew verbs take direct object or
indirect object marking instead.

The existential verb,ar-, “to exist / have / be there,” takes a mixture of direct and indirect object
prefixes to show possession.

u- ken -ar “lhave adog.”
mi- ken -ar “We have a dog.”
i- ken -ar “We have adog.”
u- ken -ar “You have adog.”
Si- ken -ar “Y’all have a dog.”
ni- ken -ar “Who has a dog?”

The reason for the mixture appears to be phonologically motivatathaily the indirect object
prefixes are subsyllabic, and so would not be permitted to begin a word.

Occasionally (perhaps idiolectally) this verb occurs with possesgiue-marking prefixes.

The copular verbase typically occurs with patient prefixes.

To express senses like, “I am his dog,” a combination of patient and indibgett prefixes is
used. The thing that exists takes patient prefixes. The thing that [gotbeessor triggers indirect

object marking.

The “zero-subject” markea- is a prefix that is attached at the very beginning of the verb whenever



there is no agent, or rather when explicit agent prefixes / markers are lacking.

Within Swira, third-person arguments of the verb are classified for their sali¢octhe

conversation. More salient arguments are “proximate” and less salient anggiare “obviative.”
Within a sentence, only one third-person argument may be considereidhptexand all others
must be obviative. The proximate argument must be marked as such whepe#rap The
proximate argument represents a noun singled out for special focus. @dymm human will

receive proximate focus, and non-humans will receive obviative focusthewe is no strict
semantic or lexical basis for the choice, it depends entirely on the corftdhe oonversation.

4. K%onag"elli.
| was hit.

5. AKYinadd.
Someone hit me.

Applicatives
Applicatives form two groups based on their position and functidre Benefactive applicative

forms a group by itself, and all other applicatives belong to anothempgiMe will deal with the
larger group, the | Applicatives, first, because they come first. Theréhaee of them:

e au- from (source
*  k"uU- with, by (instrumental
* re-at,in, on(locative temporal

These three subjects add an indirect object to the verb. This is how theyebetwan added to
verbs of different valencies:

Intransitive Verbs

When added to an intransitive verb: the raised argument is treated as tieetimdiject. The new
verb form has two arguments, one which triggers agent marking and ol wiggers indirect
object marking.

6. Oro sutkuseri
oro  suetek™Ueseri
knife 3sg-3sg-with-cut
“He cuts with a knife.”

Transitive Verbs

When added to a transitive verb: the raised argument is treated as the iothjectt Thereby, it
becomes a ditransitive verb.

7. Oru sutawarc"ulali.
oru  sueteauearg’laeli
bone 3sg-3sg-from-arrowhead-make
“He made an arrowhead from bone.”



Ditransitive Verbs

When added to a ditransitive verb: the raised argument displaces tihecinobject, which then
displaces the direct object, which either is not expressed, or must be anatag into the verb.

The instrumental in particular is frequently used with the benefactipécgive and the causative
and passive valence markers.

The Il Applicatives consist of only one affix:
» ne- for (benefactive

The first three applicatives are mutually exclusive; each verb can only havef ohem. Any of
them may occur with the benefactive though. This is possible because difterent ways that
they promote arguments. The benefactive raises the beneficiary to diject status and forces
incorporation of any prior direct object into the verbal complex. Theso#pplicatives raise a
peripheral argument / adjunct to indirect object status. Because the benetaetites a new direct
object and the others create new indirect objects, they don’t conflict bygtrgd squeeze two
different noun phrases into the same place. For example:

8. Sulkineyarg“ulali.
suek*iengearg "ol aeli
from-arrowhead-make
He made an arrowhead for me.

9. (Suya (k"eya oru sutk"iyaureyarg"ulali.
suya Keya oru  susteKieauencearg “slaeli
He made an arrowhead from bone for me.

The benefactive applicative is obligatory with the verb “help.”

10. Lek"inesulu!
leskViesnéesuleu
2sg.1sg.BEN.help.IMPT
“Help me!”

Voice

Like most languages on the Eastern Continent (Tiptum), Oltt&did not require overt marking
on word classes, or overt derivation to use roots in a new way. The emaftarguments was
evident in the number of pronominal prefixes on the verb, and it wasgtiyfacceptable to
change valency simply by adding or removing a pronominal prefix. For pl&am

11. k¥oesorteli | sa down

11.1. k "oesorceli | sa down

11.2. k "0esiesorLeli | hac him sit down /| se it down
11.3. k "0eseteesorteli | hac him se it down

12. k*oenakeli | wentin.



12.1. yupi  k"oeteenakeli | wentinto the house
12.2. yupi  k"oessteenakeli | put it inside the house / | took it inside the house

The voice suffixes were primarily reserved for emphasis, or when a partigaplication is
wanted. For example, the causative suffix usually implies coercion.

* -@: active

e -tg causativ

* -0S -eL: transitive verk suffixes
e i, -ar: intransitive verk suffixes
» -k"el: passivi

e -kuis: causativ by permissiol

e -mi: reflexive

Examples:

*sin- “die”; * sinos “kill,” * sini- “die”

*ot- “fall”; * otos “drop,” * oti- “fall”

*pari- “begin”; *parijar- “begin (oneself)”

Sometimes if no suffix is added in the transitive, the root vowetigythened.

There are some cases where overt voice marking is obligatory. The mastisizase is with the
verb *sin-, “die, kill,” where the causative meaning “kill” requires a causative ovacsuffix.

The adjectival-stative form can be added to transitive or intransitvbsy like so:
“| pick berries” + STAT =“l am a berry-picker, | am one who picks berries.”
...because here picking berries is considered to be a quality of the speaker.

Mood

e -@:indicative

e -u(-w-): imperative or subjunctive

» -tera: Marks the conditiona or hypothetice mood anc is alsc usec in past-time
counterfactuals.

e -(a)nte: marks the so-callec gerunc or gerundive form

» -tak: marks ar optative or desiderative wher the desire is the sam¢as the agen or actol of
the desired action.

» -tagarL: marks ar optative or desiderative wher the desire is different from the agen or
actor of the desired action. The agent or actor is treated as an indirect objezténctises.

* -keL (> -kyo): indicate: thal the actior of the verk is not a fact or actua occurrence but a
probability or possibility.

e -pe: potentia

Tense

The tense system of Classical Bavincludes both so-called inflectional tenses and periphrastic or
auxiliary tenses.



Inflectional Tense

If you want to be technical, the so-called inflectional tenses include affhaseally mark
evidentialis.

* Imperfective -@. Indicates

o Preser or future actior in genera
0 Stable¢truths
0 Habitua actior in any time.

» Perfective -li

» -¢- adjectival/stativ verk suffix. Also, marks ongoin¢ action or ar ongoin¢ conditior that
arose from a previous action.

* -ga- marks event: which none of the discours participant have personall experience or
witnessed. It is optional. It is not used in questions. It tends todeel for the past, but may
be used for the present as well. Its import is to suggest that the speglmses or has
heard about the event. In the later language,became a “distant” or “historic past” tense
in contrast with the “recent past” tendelh some cases it seems to be used rhetorically, for
a “distancing” effect.

e -syL- is sort of the counterpal to -ga-. This affix emphasize the speake’ s persone
experience or witness to the event. Gradually, it shifted meaning framspieaker’s
experience to the subject’s experience, and came to have a sort of aspectual paangg
the lines of the English perfect tense in a question like, “Have you exee tp China?” or
the Chinese verb suffixguo.

Comparison of some inflectional tenses:

13.SwekUimuli. Sweklime.

He read. He is reading.
14. Supokil. Supoke.
He stood up. He is standing.
15. Sugnili. Sugnye.
He died. He is dead.
16. Mitolga. Mitolgali. Mitolge. Mitolgeli.
We gather. We gathered. We have gathered. = We had gathered.
We will gather. We are gathered. We had been together.

We are together. We were gathered.

In general, path verbs or change of state verbs form a perfect tense wistatihe is added, while
dynamic / activity verbs form a progressive when the stative is added.

17. Tai. Taili . Taye. Tayeli.
It opens. It opened. It is open. It was open.

Positive Negative



Pas -li -li

Present -0 li-mu

Future -O mu

Auxiliary / Periphrastic Tenses

Auxiliary tenses are created via the process of verb compounding, by cowmipg the
meaningful verb with another verb root which indicates a change of state.\Jésb roots are
commonly used in this way. I'll list them in their original, phonenfiiem, with their mutated or
reduced form following in parentheses.

e -pol- (> -bol-) - “becom - marks prospectiv orimminen action usually in the future but

also possibly in the past.

e -pari- (> -bari-, -ba-) - “begir” - marks inceptive or inchoative aspec

e -twe- (> -ruwe-, -re-, -ru-) - “end finish, complet¢’ - marks completer or perfec aspec

o -aki- (-ki-) - “repeat redc” - marks iterative aspec

Examples:
-sin(u)li
-ot(u)li
-parili

18. k"oepariejaleli
1SG-begin-INTR-PF
“I began”

19. k"oesineieli
1SG-die-INTR-PF

“I died.”
20. K votiterali k "osinili .
k "0Oeotieterascli k"oegneieli.

1SG-fall-COND-PF 1SG-die-INTR-PF
“If | fell, | would have died”

21. K"okomaweske (> pokonaweslbl)
k "oekomaeweskeli
1SG-hair-wash-PF
“I washed my hair”

22. Mepgo k "osionali.
Mepgoi K'0eseteonasli.
book 1SG-3a-3i-give-PF

“I gave him the book.”



Polarity

* -@: affirmative

* -mL: make: a verk negative The questiol particle -ka was ofter adde: to this later anc
merged with it to form the modern question endintka

» -ka: marks a question This was later ofter addet to the negativi morphem —mu to form
the negative interrogativerrukg and merged with it to form the modern question ending,
-nka

 -we: marke a questiol which include: a content-questic word / Wh-worc /
Wh-morpheme.

23. Anapolant lerwaka?
asnaspolente lesrewacka
zero.subject-what-become-ger 2sg-man-take-question
When will you get married? (said to a woman)

24. Anapolant lewipawaka? > Xlawifawaks? > X lawifwak
25. a*neepolente leswipeewacka
26. zero.subject-what-become- 2sGwoman-takeQUESTION

27. Wher will you get married’ (saic to a man

Polarity and tense suffixes have some degree of scoping relative to eaoh Ditle following
examples show the interaction of tense and polarity markers.

28. Letawelimu.
He hasn't eaten (yet).

29. Letawemu.
You did not eat (it).

30. -lisme | haver't ...er yet.
31. -mceli | dor’t ...anymort
32. K%eya.

k¥oeeya-

| come

33. K"eyag'el.
k¥oeeya<Rel-
| am sent

34. K"oyopu
k"oeyop-
| send

35. K"oyopti



K¥oeyopeli
| sent

36. KYoyommi
k¥oeyopemi
| haven't sent (yet)

Derivational Affixes (Forming Nouns)

» -korc: indicate: the time wher ar actior take: place Ofter serve the purpos: of atempora
clause, e.gTawekorg “when | eat,” “while eating”

e -muti: nour indicatin¢ the manne of actior of a verb In moderr dialects sometime founc
as [nti nei ntfi nfi].
seriemuti
cut-manner
“way of cutting”

* -e: genere nominalizing suffix

* -a: genere nominalizing suffix

e “how to, way of”: -tukai (> tke)

e -uti: “although despite ever though na matte how mucl” -auti, -euti, -outi > -o:¢, -joc,
-0We, -i¢
e -tal: limiting suffix: “until, to the exten tha”

37.K"orku nasignosuptilir k "otesinostaku
k"eeorku nassiefeosepticlisn  k"osteegneosstak.
1sg-friend interr-3prox-die-trans-conc-pf-relativizer  1sg-3di@+trans-vol
I will kill whoever killed my friend.

38. K "orku nasignosuptilir k "otesinostaku
k"eeorku nassiefeosepticlisn  k"osteegneosstak.
1sg-friend interr-3prox-die-trans-conc-pf-relativizer  1sdpBalie-trans-vol
I will kill whoever killed my friend.

Led'imogipti Rokibritakumu.

leeg“Temogiepti KYoeKieprietakemu
2sg-cry-forever-concess 1sg-do.it-take.back-VOL-NEG
Although you cry forever, | will not repent.

K"eyupi sunoyitalli teporusalli
k"eeyupi suenoyistaleli tesporuesareli
It rained so much that my home got wet.

Notice that becauseiti begins in a vowel, it causes changes in the preceding vowel.



/kembi/ + luti/ - /kembyuti/ - [kembig] Although it changes...

/kawe/ + futi/ - /kawyoti/ . [kozyac] Although it blows...
lona/ + futi/ - /onauti/ . [ono:¢] Although it gives...
/migo/ + futi/ - /migati/ . [mugwe] Although it is green...
/patu/ + futii - /patti/ . [fatug] Although it comes off...

Person Markers
The arguments of a verb were indexed on the verb as prefixes.

Subject Indirect Direct Possession | Pronoun
Object Object
1sg k"Wo- W- kWi- kWe- K'eja
1pl mi- n- mi- mi- meja
1plincl. jo- i- jo- i- ija
2sg le- I- li- le-/li- leja
2pl wa- w- wi- u- uja
3a Su- S- Si- Su-/si- suja
3i te- t- te- te- teja

Compounding

The preceding sections on morphology dealt with affixes, or non-roohth morphemes. Those
morphemes cannot form the center of a verbal complex by themselves. Rathemtist be
attached to a bona-fide verb root. The present section deals with compguhbgiwhich we mean
the inclusion of two or more roots within the verbal complex, each aEwbould form a word by
itself (with the addition of appropriate affixes where necessary).adutional roots can be roots
that either normally form nouns or normally form verbs.

Noun Incor poration

The object of a verb can be incorporated into the verbal matrix. This aiteraicts with the use of
applicatives, allowing an unimportant direct object to be buried in thke aad drawing attention
to an indirect argument or oblique phrase raised to that positieaificorporated noun is inserted
in the verb matrix directly in front of the verb stem, triggering certahanges. If the verb stem
begins in an unvoiced stop, it is voiced, in the manner:

Ipl > [b], 1t > 1], kI > [g], /K" > [g*]

ware- + pari-
travel begin
warebari

“set out on a journey”



This change to verb roots is just one instance of a widespread phenomkewaicing alternations

in initial consonants. It does not affect the consonants /B gin nr I w y/, at least in the early

language (although very few verb stems begin with voiced stops anywayjatein Swira, the

process was extended to all voiceless obstruents, and so /s/ > [z] in sutbrosiowever, this

change is blocked when the resulting consonant would be identical todii®ps consonant.
Noun incorporation has three primary uses:

» Backgroundin the direct object anc distinguishin¢ old anc new or definite anc indefinite
information.

* Increasin the numbe of argument or adjunct: thai car be associate with the verb

» Creatin¢ new verbs with new meanings

Incorporation sometimes has the effect of backgrounding the direct ploeeking it as old
information, replacing the function of an article like “the” in Ergli A newly-introduced noun
phrase is rarely ever incorporated; if it is, it indicates that the médron is some kind of
presupposition.

It can be used to suggest middle voice or reflexive voice, as in the foltpaxample:

K "okelikurggli.

K "oekeliekurgaeeli
1sg-leg-break-STAT-PF
“I've broken my leg.”

Here, the noutkeli, “leg,” is incorporated. Incorporation usually forces the most autamagutral
interpretation. The assumption here is that the speaker broke hissgwH&d he broken someone
else’s leg, it would warrant more attention, aaeli would stand outside the verbal complex with
an appropriate pronominal prefix.

Uratoske, Kekeli lek"ikurgeli!

Urastoske, Keekeli lesk’iekurgasesli!
horsesbuttock, 1sgeleg 2sge1sgebreaksSTAT+PF
“You asshole, you've broken my leg!”

Sometimes, it is used to get one argument of the verb out of the way dtinemone. The verb can
only index three arguments. If a causative or applicative would resudt werb having four
arguments, then the direct object can be incorporated, the indirect objeedno the direct
object slot, and the peripheral phrase promoted to indirect object.

Other times, incorporation can have the effect of lexical coining, as sorheolgect pairs become
idiomatic. Thus it is like compounding to create new vocabulary. Margh ssompounds have
become lexicalized. For example:

jenesnomeose
wine-drink-TRANS
“to get drunk”



K"ojenenomolli(> ModernPojenemoll)
“I got drunk.”

Verbs of motion can agree with (or incorporate) the area of movement ag¢ut albject, and the
point moved toward as the indirect object.

3SG-3SG-foot-hurry-enter-PF
“He ran into the room.”

Verb Compounding

Verb roots can be added directly to each other — and inflections on either ditenof with no
special derivational affixes. The verb root that is considered “auxilianythe head verb, comes
last.

In verb compounding, two (or more) verb roots are combined in the sanal complex. Unlike
noun incorporation, which allows one noun root to be incorporated the verb, there is
theoretically no limit to the number of verb roots which can be compoundedally, the main or
lexical verb root, which contributes the most semantically to the overadining, is first, and the
less semantically salient verb roots follow it. In the common instafdevo motion verb roots
combining, the one indicating manner comes first, then the one indicptth.

Verb Compounding’s Role in Developing Polysynthesis

Verb compounding has played an important diachronic role in buildingiS polysynthesis. As
certain verbs appear more and more in compounds, they have been worn dovphboetically
and semantically, diverging from their forebears and resulting in newesffisome of the affixes
we’ve examined above probably arose from compounding. For exangglemay have arised
from -péya-, “to be powerful, capable,” andar- from -tara-, “to push, press.” A common way for
new suffixes to arise seems to be by contraction or shortening, takénfirst CV-sequence of a
verb that has come to be commonly used in a modal or aspectual function & eeri
constructions. In historical times, this happened wigari-, “begin,” which soon after the
conquest begins to appear alternating with a shortened foamwhich formed inceptive verbs. A
later example is the verlmeru, which originally meant realize, perceive, or know. It began to be
used after sensory verbs to indicate the successful perception of a she&mgmenon, e.g.,
turning “watch” into “see.” It also got shortened tme. Gradually it began to be applied to
various other non-sensory verbs to imply success of the intended abismoccurred along with
meaning shifts in some of the verbs.

Before After

-0l-

“look for”

-k"ora- -k"ora-

“look at, watch” | “look for”
-kWorame-
“find”




-im- -im-

“see” “look at, watch”
-im(m)e-
“see”

-kigu- -kigu-

“listen, hear” “listen (to)”
-kigume-
“hear”

-nambu- -nambu-

“study, learn” “study”
-nam(bum)e-
“learn”

-tawa- -tawa-

“touch, feel” “touch”
-tawame-
“feel”

-nus- -nus-

“leave (behind)” | “leave (behind)”
-nusme-
“get rid  of,
forget”

Copula

There is no copula per se. The function of the copula is performed bybahzng suffix, ase
This suffix is attached after a noun stem which represents one half of eénéitidequation. The
other half, the one which is topical, appears as an independent noun, anceémagt prefix is
attached to the beginning of the predicate. Formally, the topic igtikeagent / agent agreement
prefix, and the complement is an incorporated noun.

“lam a dog.”
k"oek"onease
1SG-dog-be

“Tito is a dog.”
Tito susk'onease
Tito 3a-dog-be

k"oeigestesse
1SG-fish-be
“l am afish.”

teejakease
3i-frog-be
“It's a frog.”



Markers of Phase and Scope on the Verb

-lta-  all, altogether, the entirety / totality
-ro-  all, altogether, together, universally, every, each

collective action

distributive action

almost

for the first time

again

already - not anymore

still - not yet

only

just

simply

In some of these the functions overlap with extra-verbal particlesare@ftthem, and replace or
may be replaced by them.

The Noun

Nouns refer to people, things, ideas, etc. and can serve as the argumenbsoNams consist of
a stem, and also optionally
1. apronomina prefix in the cas¢ of inalienablt possessic
2. avowel suffix servin¢ mainly to mark the word as a nour
3. a suffix identifying the nour as proxima or obviative (greate or lesse interes to the
conversation)

Nouns belong to three broad classes: inalienably possessed, alienabfsssossaind
unpossessed nouns. To a degree, there may be some ambiguity of classifiegarding certain
nouns. But most cases are clearer. Parts of the body, inherent aspects tiesqoéla person,
kinsmen, a spouse, and a mars dog and horse are considered inalienable possessions. An
inalienable noun takes a pronominal prefix.

Most other small objects are alienable. (A man may lose his wife, but s@l®sle is there,
she is “inalienable.”) Some of these possessions could, however, bel@@tsinalienable and
take possession prefixes if the possessor also made them. Alienabkemay be possessed via a
periphrastic expression with an indirect object. (There was no verb “hatregreinstead using a
“There is X with Y” construction.) This was taken to mean thei@wdid not have the pettily
materialistic, capitalistic worldviews of advanced civilizations which wergsessed with
possession. As further evidence they took the similarity of theqessge prefixes to thmdirect
objectverb markers.

Unpossessed nouns, usually abstract entities or materials, cannotdesgeus at all. To
express the equivalent of possession for something like “land,”appasise must be used like “the
land I live on.”

New nouns were also formed by compounding. Like the incorporati@m abject into the
verb, compounded nouns followed the rule whereby the initial segni¢iné second element was
voiced if it was a voiceless stop. Thus,



p-bt-rk-+gk g

Notice that here [t] becomes [r], not [d]. The same condition wherebyticlEnconsonants in
successive syllables was prohibited also worked here.

In compounding, the head noun is last. Both nouns and verbs may bepanated into a
compounding noun.

New nouns could also be formed by means of affixes. Some of these are:

* -nest acharacterize suffix on nouns e.g swiranesg, “The Swira way,” (sometimes “the
Swira language.”

* -kwe: augmentativ

* -owe: typicalizer “genuin€” e.g erowe, “a genuineman a Swira man”

» -ke: locative goal instrument genere oblique-cas suffix/clitic

» -sjokc: distributive suffix

Some nouns appear to have been formed from verb roots by various deral@iocesses, e.g., an
infix - n- that indicates a concrete noun related to, or the result of the action.esbaGemination
of the second consonant of the root can have this effect, as well as servinghasite.
Suffixation of a vowel to the verb root, which often ends in a consgnaimine process, as is
inverting the final consonant-vowel pair.

*sanra > sarna; sanda

Possession Independegnt
Pronoun

1sg R'e- KVeja
1pl mi- meja
1plincl. | i- ija
2sg le-/li- leja
2pl u- uja
3a Su-/si- suja
3i te- teja
Interr. na-/ni- naja
Zero a- %]

Bound nouns

BOUND NOUNS: kinship terms, body parts, “home,” “king,” “friend,”dsl,” “name”
AMBIVALENT NOUNS: domestic animals, human-made artifacts
UNBOUND: wild animals, abstract notions, natural phenomena, substances



-a/-&: absolutive
k¥eke kaye: “gold to me,” “my money”

uearei kaye
1sg-exist gold
war kaye

uskayesearei
1sg-gold-exist-NOM
ukayari = my gold, my having gold

kKVasr
k¥oeaser-i, “that which is me,” > first person pronoun

For some nouns which are ambivalent with regard to possessionatigation of the word may
differ depending on whether it is possessed or unpossessed.

Swira Unpossessed Possessed
er man husband
wipa woman wife

kaye gold money

kawe wind breath

auri silver money

Locational and Temporal Words
Compound Nouns

Noun-Noun Compounds

Noun-noun compounds can be coordin@msv{pa, ‘husband and wife, man and woman’) or
subordinate. Subordinate compounds are head-final. The firstytaiten to be describing the
second one.

In many such noun-noun compounds, the first noun root is the n&swe kind of material, like
SO:

telgu stone telgwargd'u, ‘stone (flint) arrowhead’
kolle bronze kollesuke ‘bronze ax’

termu iron termukata ‘iron sword’

kaye gold

auri  silver



Prefix-Noun Compounds

Aside from the stative-verb adjectives, which convey meanings translg@djéctives in English,
but which are lexically verbs and are conjugated as such, there are adjectfiaegr This
consists of a closed class of morphemes which have modifying meanings hackl eccur as
prefixes on nouns. The resulting morphologically complex noun maydeslated as a noun
phrase containing a noun and adjective. Thesemateoot morphemes; they cannot stand alone as
nouns, and they cannot be conjugated. Sometimes there may be an adjectivadmmted stative
verb which have the same, or overlapping meanings; nevertheless, theyetierfally distinct,
and usually neither one is derived from the other, either synchronicatliachronically. Despite
this, adjectival prefixegan occur inside a verbal complex, either incorporated along with their
noun, or serving an adverbial function. Adjectival prefixes often exprasglantonymic pairs,
although not all possible meanings may be expressed, and there may bAdjepsval prefixes
are especially common in names.

uigu- wise
mogk eternal, everlasting
alta- famous, respected, esteemed
to- big, large, great
peuge strong, firm, indestructible
Some prefixes are simultaneously nouns:
alta- famous, respected, esteemed; as a noun, ‘fame’

Example:

Mogyalta ‘eternal fame’

Nominalized Verbs

Numerals + Adjectives

Like ‘adjectives,” numerals also occurred primarily as prefixes on nouRs. humerals,
adjectives could take the suffiki; which formed a kind of noun with a meaning likéakki, ‘the
famous one.” They could even take the numeral sufix altare, ‘famously.’

In Old Swira the plain numerals were little used. They were effectively collectivensiolihey
bore a suffix ki, and thek was geminated after short vowels.

Old Swira Later Swira
1 bitki > biski
2 kvutki > puski

3 mikki > mikki



4 jonki > jonki

5 sukki > sukki

6 muiki > muiki, mukki
7 njotki > njoski

8 jakki > jakki

9 gokki > gokki

10 giki > suki

~100 maniki > mankKi

In later Swira, this ki became a generalized counter suffix, used for things when there was n
particular counter suffix, or when the proper counter was unkown. Tdusreed after the practice

of using numeral counters was adopted from Yuktepat. For the most pert wkicating the
qguantity of a particular noun, the numeral root was prefixed to the rbming counted. The
numeral prefixes are:

bit-
kvut-
mi-
jon-
Su-
mui-, muy-
njot-
ja-
go-
10 di-
~100 mani-

OCO~NOOUIAWNE

The practice of prefixing numerical roots to nouns became non-proguewly in the Siwa
period, and remains in only a few fixed forms. It is occasionally used ggest deliberately
archaic style. For example, a man mocking liturgical conventions may say:

mjeeru
three-men
“three men”

instead of the standard,

eru  tamekal
man three-thing
“three men”

Another set of numbers was taken over from Tepat. This set contains highdrenal such as
10,000 for which no native Sina words are known. Furthermore, these numbers were quite
specific, whereas the Swa mani(ki) “a hundred” was vague and could apply to any very large
group of things. In fact in the modern language it simply means “very many



ljom, lum
ug

nju, nui
tam

*£

on, Wb

lug

set

(h)ot

go

10 tiep, uglum
100 jok, uglumlum
1000 tien
10,000 tieptjen
1,000,000 min, mun

O©CoO~NOUILA~WNEO

There are also so-called adverbial numerals which are used to modify venbs, rsimerals
themselves cannot be incorporated into a verb. These numerals eadinte.

bitte
K¥utte
mire
jonde
sure
muire
njotte
jare
gore
10 qire
~100 manire

OCoO~NOULA,WNPE

K "utte sunakakili
K "Utete suenakeakieli
He came in twice.

Mire sueigestestawesli
Mire swigestetaweli
She ate three fish.

Torul yonde tenekar

Torul yonede tesnekear
square four.ADV 3.side.exist
A square has four sides.

Swira took from Yuktepat the use of classifiers or measure words, whioseaipp Swvira attached
to the numeral (usually of Yuktepat origin) as a compound. In almdstasles, numerals were



required to be followed by a classifier or counter. Which counter was apptepvas usually
determined by the physical properties of the thing counted. For exathplepuntetop was used
to count long, thin, flexible objects. Counters themselves overlapjtdauns, and many could
be used alone as nouns, and serve as counters for themselves. Commoglywsers include:

hon long stiff objects

pe cup, bottle, indefinite measure of liquid
wa  animals

kal people

mai thin flat objects

sut  volumes, member of a series

toi machines, tools

kai  buildings, monuments

Some counters were added to numbers to perform adverbial functions.

to times, repetitions of an action

Some counters referred to specific units of measurement.

mik  smallest unit of time measurement (a little less than 1 second)
nan small unit of time measurement (about 8 seconds)

sok  medium unit of time measurement (about 84 seconds)

pon unit of time measurement (about 14 minutes)

wol largest unit of time within a day (about 2 hours 24 minutes)

li day

kit month (cycle of the moon)

sik  season, one-quarter division of the year

tik year (cycle of the sun)

Si year (referring to the age of something)

k "Utewipa > putwifa
sikito = ten people
sipune> sifune= ten carts

Particles
Particles are short words which are not inflected.

Adverbial Particles

Adverbial particles usually occur sentence-internally, usually beforeltg a¢hough almost any
order is possible. These may coordinate with verb-internal phasatssifstrengthening or
modifying their meaning.

ya - NOwW
ilbe, ikelbe- usually, generally
mo - soon



ka - @ - ma- mou - already, not anymore
orma - arma - mada - still, not yet

Focus Particles

Focus particles follow the word(s) over which they have scope. Thisually a noun or noun
phrase, or sometimes a subordinate verb phrase. They never follow aeroieep verb.

Restrictive Focus Particle
The restrictive focus particle tyu.

Additive Focus Particle
The additive focus particle iem

Double usage of the particle

Su ura thief tem tesi@mu kaye sutu.cover.Relente tem yb

su ura pkuewaei tem teesiev@emu kaye suskuscovereRelsgente tem yo

this horse property-taksomML even -3p-takeNEG  gold 3P-APPL-COVErSTAT-GER even
ASSERT

Even a thief wouldn’t take this horse even if it was plated in gold!

Other Focus Particles
-ai = just, exactly, precisely, no more nor legag

Discour se Particles (Enclitic)

For the most part, these indicate illocutionary acts. Unlike moofikest which are bound to the
verb’s subject and reflect the subject’s attitudes and such, the disquantsges reflect the
speaker’s attitude. They can be translated in English by adverbs, intemgadiosometimes have
no straightforward equivalent. They always come at the end of the sentegaedless of which
kind of word or phrase comes before them. In this way, they may be giissined from simply
another kind of verbal suffix: if for some reason another constituent the main verb is shifted to
the end of the sentence, say for emphasis, then the discourse partidestf@h instead of the
main verb. In addition, they tend to have the phonological shape CV.

The discourse particles are:
e yo: assertio
e an: confirmation agreemet
* Wa: surprise emotior
» ge: dare bef
» Kk¥z: fancy wonder imagination hypothesizin

Assertion

Yois usually used when the assertion is contrary to what the listener isiaddo believe. It is
only added to declarative sentences. The use of The yga®$upposed to alert the hearer to new
information. Underlying it is the assumption that the listener dagsknow what they speaker
says.



Makk sitnarval yo.

Matko sutenarwali §.

matko sueteenarwasliy

bear 3sg-3sg-shoot-PF PART
Yes, hedid shoot that bear.

Frequently, but not necessarily, it is used to contradict someone.
He didtoodo it.

Confirmation

he 3petoskeenugan?

he 3p-tail-ride  PART

He sure can’t ride, can he? (He rides the tail, doesn’t he?)

This patrticle is often found when something seems to have slippeg#aier's mind, and she
wants to be reminded.

her name what-ign?
What's her name again?

Surprise

Wa is often like the counterpart t@. While yo is often used to challenge the listener’s
assumptionsya is for when the speaker finds his / her assumptions challenged. It oftgye sis
that the information expressed has just been realized.

2sg-goat-HAVE-QUEST  PART
Well, do you have a goat then?

Swerse wa!

sueresé wa
3sg-men-love PART
So heis gay!

Dare

To temura letiwipe se! > To bmi# lacvaape se!
teo teemura lestiewiepe ¢
| bet you can't steal the chief’s hat. / | dare you to steal the chief’s hat.

Wonderment, Fancy

Suppose he did X.

Why don’t we just cut loose and run off to those hills.

I wonder if she’ll like my cock. / | wonder if she’d ride my horse.
What if he finds out?



Sarcasm / Scorn / Dismissal
Like hell he did that.

This one is not attested in the classical literary sources, however it caideotty be assumed
based on its occurrence throughout the modern dialects.

Mutational Processes

In primitive Swira, at least five productive processes caused mutations in the form af:word
1. Finalvowel alternatiol
2. Rootvowel ablau
3. Initial consonar voicing
4. Nasa insertior
5. Geminatiol

(1) The final vowel of a noun alternated between one form when the wordseked, and
another when the first element of a compound. This alternation appliezhie sowels and thus
did not affect all words, and in some cases there is an idiosyncratioaiien. In general, the two
major alternations were as follows:

-al-e

-u/-i
Thus, a noun ending ira would change thea to -e when joined to a following noun root, and in
the same situation a finall would change tai. (This process did not affect the long counterparts
of these vowels.) The same process is sometimes seen operating in venteséfav verbal
endings.There are a few words which lose the final vowel in compounds:

jaka, jaku, “frog”; jak-in compounds
These are usually stems that ended in a consonant and had a euphonic vowé&b addétiending
the word in a consonant.

(2) Root vowel ablaut occurs in some roots which serve as the base ohaand a verb.
The noun typically has a stem voweWhich becomegwhen the root is used as the root of a verb.

(3) Voicing of the initial consonant when a root becomes the second elenfieat o
compound has been discussed above.

(4) Nasal insertion, also discussed previously, is one common wayrofrfg a noun from
a verbal root or stem.

(5) Gemination has several functions. Sometimes it is a process thas fusoms from
verbs, although not nearly as common as nasal insertion. Secondly, it gdynoozurs in nouns
to form a diminutive. The third case of gemination is in so-called esgive gemination that is
found in some adverbial forms, interjections, and onomatopeia. Gentoasonants are also
found in most of the stand-alone numerals. And of course, there are dso words that have
doubled consonants simply as part of their underlying form. In mosgtsctie last consonant of a
root is usually affected, because geminate consonants are not permdteemtially, only
intervocally. However, gemination of the initial consonant of the sitem conjugated verb often
indicates intensification. This is possible because verbs nearly alwagsnefixes, which places
the initial consonant of theteminside theword, and between two vowels. Gemination does not
affect all consonants — neither glides (w, j) nor voiced stops (b}bgcan be geminated.



Syntax and Pragmatics

Word order is often completely scrambled due to pragmatic influenceshéutasic word order
appears to be SOV. At the beginning of extended stretches of utterances, stitheabeginning
of a chapter or speech, the position of the verb is often inverted so it ctirsesThis became
standardized as a stylistic convention in lateri@witerature, with the initial verb marking the
beginning of a division of text, such as a stanza or canto of a poem. Thaigeally came later in
the sentence though. The position of noun phrases, adverbial pheadesf subordinate clauses
relative to each other, and the main verb, was determined mostly by pragroatiderations,
especially the newness of the information. Old information generadiggated new information,
although any number of stylistic factors could affect the arrangemertems in particular
utterances.

Permission / Agreement

K"oeyupi lenakante saka?
k"oeyupi leenake(a)nte saka?
Come visit my place, OK?

Won’t you come visit me?

Conjoining / Coordinating Noun Phrases

There are two chief ways to coordinate nouns, one using particles, angimgenumerals. In both
cases, the items being coordinate are listed, with the conjunctive wbether a determiner or
numeral, follows.

Using determiners, the list of coordinated items is followed by thétizddocus particleem

Ura kilmu tem sigr.
He has horses and sheep. (He has horses, even sheep.)

For greater emphasis, the focus particle may be added after each noun in the lis

Ura tem kilmu tem sitr.
He has both horses and sheep.

Sometimes the restrictive focus particle is used, to indicate thaisthie exhaustive. The items
listed, and nothing more, are intended.

Ura kilmu tyu sitr.
He has horses and sheep (and that’s it - no goats, no cows).

Using numerals, the list of coordinated items is followed by a numesabse quantity
corresponds to the quantity of items in the list. This also includegjtiantifiemolo, “many.” The
numerals must occur in the independent numeral form. This is somewbadh&kEnglish
expression “we two.”



Yasi kKutki. .. / lya kMutki. ..
We two...

Ura kilmu Rvutki. ..
A horse and a sheep

Ura kilmu kvutki teyaraullai tenakli. (Iira kilmu pukki ayaroollee bkilnakli.)
ura  kilmu Rutki teeyaraeuldaei teeRenakeli

horse sheep two it-alcohol-sel-NOM 3-walk-enter-PAST

A horse and a sheep walked into a bar...

There is no straightforward way to express two alternatives in the maiarglish “or.”

Tesokweyaka, temeyaka? (bsokwyako, tanimeiyak?)
teesokuseyacka tefmaseyacka

Will he go north? Will he go south?

Will he go north or south?

Relative Clauses

Relative clauses - and here we include what translates into English as goremeded by an
adjective - are essentially all internally-headed relative clauses. The conmgete phrase is
represented by a verb phrase with nominal marking added as necessary. tbaldansiderable
mutability of matrix-clause word order, word order in a relative clagsels to much more strictly
follow the SOV pattern. The verb in the relative clause may be considedinalized” to the
extent that it takes nominal possession prefixes in place of verbal agemtegredind may be
followed by determiner clitics.

KVeya yila tekirrakeli Kvuimli.
Kveya yila teekilerakeeelioi k™oeimeli
I goat 3sg-ran-away-STAT-PF-NOM 1sg-see-PF

| saw the goat that has ran away.
| saw that the goat has run away.
| saw the goat run away.

“It displeases me that they always fight.”
“They always fight, and it displeases me”

This can lead to ambiguity in some cases, such as the following sentence:

KY¥eya unkya ¥er sutekelli tekVigur.
“I like the song that the girl sangdr “I like the girl that sang the song.”

There may optionally be a cliticz-which is used to mark the argument of the relative clause to
indicate which part is the head of the relative clause, but it is unnecessansaallly not used.

“I like the song that the girl sang.”



“I like the girl that sang the song.”
KWeya unkya ¥era sutekelli tek*igur.
KWeya unky k"er sutekelli tek¥igur.

As you can see, an internally-headed relative clause and a clausal complementlavayédre
expressed in the same way, and may be interpreted ambiguously in the absangeantextual
information.

“I like the girl who sang the song. Bring her to me.”

Even though / Too much
tendal “too much” (teme-ta) “until it is too much”)

tendal ...-uti, “no matter how much” (“Even though you cry too much, | widt give your paper
back.”

Swira through the Years: A Diachronic Perspective / Swira
through Space and Time

Genetic Affiliation of Swira

Swira’s prehistory and genetic history is not wholly clear, despiteeffarts of National Studies
scholars. While Swa is certainly related to some other languages of nomadic tribes inétorth
Swidira, the full extent and membership of the Macro#$wfamily is unknown. In part its
resolution has been bogged by political issues. Enthusiastic ronzmticdf the “free” pastoral
life wanted to demonstrate the brotherhood of all the northern trédves assigned all their
languages to the Macro-Sric family without reservation. Their fanciful reasons for making th
assignations has sometimes confused serious searches for geneticoaf§iliaind many of the
similarities are clearly due to areal influence or coincidence. There is alsp#stion of whether
or not the language of the Koreli-nas is related to the family. Desgsitdivergent phonology, its
early stages show very similar grammatical patterns, and there are resemblanioasicin
vocabulary. (These are sometimes obscured now by the heavy influence ekgrtéd
participation in the East Coast Sprachbund.) But the desire of maignahsts to differentiate
themselves from East Coast countries and their urban commercialism digeduesearch in this
direction.

Proto-Swira
Phonology

Consonants

Labia Corona Palata Vela Labiovela Glottal




Stops p t k R ?
Fricativ S
e
Nasal m n 1)
Lateral |
Glide ()] (w)
Vowels
Front Central Back
High i u
Mid e 9
Low a

Proto-Sviric to Old Swira

1.

wmn

9.

©NOo O bA

Post-nasi voicing

mp > mb

nt > nd

nk >ng

k" >ng"

0>0

Germanirvoicing law: wheneve a stof occur: betweel two vowels ancis not followed by
the accent (primary or secondary), then it voices.
p>b

t>d

k>g

kW > gW

Nasa assimilatiol

voiceles stof > voicec stof / in short-vowele unstresse oper syllable:
d>r

d>ul# 1

Birth of long vowels

VitVa = Va2

VihVo « Va2

ei>i:;, ou>u:

*sweida > Svira

10. oi > ui, o:i > u:i

The voiced stops in other positions, such as intervocalic, are believed¢cgnisen from voiceless
stops through the interaction of complex conditions, such as tessspattern of the word.

2 Phonetic symbols in parentheses probably existed as alt@shof other phonemes. E.q] fvas an allophone of /n/
in certain positions, and [j] and [w] may have been alloplsooithe vowels /i/ and /u/.



Old Swira

Labial Coronal Palatal

Stops Voiceles: p t
Voicec b (d)
Fricative S
Nasa m n
Tag r
Latera I
Glide j <y>
Vowels: a, e io,ugé,10o,u°

Diphthongs: ai, au, eu, uj, au, &u, ai

Dialectal Changes (before the Invasion?)

Swira dialect

1.

3.
4.

5.

p>fHK#_,V_V, _t _k |1}

*Kk Vewipa > pewifa, “my wife”

*epte > efte

Yuktepat *mepgoi > *mefgoi > mevgoi
kY>p

*k“ewipa > pevifa

*kWoltonali > poltounali

gr>w

[-cont, -voi] > [aplace / _[-cont -voi, aplace
*nek™i > netti

eL>jo, eiL>|o:

Nofiofe

1.
2.

ok

s>
voicec stop: > fricatives anc glides
a {b,g,9%}>{B Aw/V V
b. A>j/ (i, e)
c. i>w/_(o,u)
voiceles stop: > voicec stop:
{p,t, k, kw}>{b,d, g, gw}/{V_V,r_V, |V, N_V}
*kerunte> *keronde
C.>C
high vowels > mid vowels/ _NC

Velar

Labio-
velal
kw
g"

3 The macron is traditionally used to transcribe long vowetlserefore, [a:], [e:], [i:], [0:], [u:].



Sihel
>i

a, &, 0>0/[-stress
C > [FRICATIVE] / V_V

[t
(=

wh e

Unsorted

1. r>C/_C
*arte > atte
2. r>1/_C
*arte > alte
3. u,i>0,0
4. highvowel + N > syllabic nasa

In different dialects:

pr, tr, kr, Kr - pur, tur, kur, R'ur
pr, tr, kr, Kr - pt, tt, kt, Kt

bC, gC, gC - buC, guC/giC, uC
bC, gC, gC - pC, kC, R'C

Sound Changes in Borrowings from Yuktepat to Swira
Ch'>C

C > [+voice]/ V_V (only words that enterer via the Easteri Dialects
q>9

ts>s

0>gH#_

n>un/_#

w, i>U,i

¥>ano

. 9>4a

10.ej>¢

11.vj>ai

12.iw >ju

13.ew>eujo

14 aw > aL

15 5w, oW >0

16. wj >1

17.iw >0

©CONOORAWNE

Later (Post-Classical) Sound Changes

1. Consonar Geminatiol
a. C>[PLACE]/_C
2. First Palatalizatio
a. t>tf
b. sj>f



c. t>tf/i
d. s>(/i
3. Vowel Devoicing
a. i>u([-stress] [-voiced]_[-voiced]
b. u>@/(_#;[-voiced]_[-voiced]
m> @/ _w, u (sometimes
Glide Deletior
a w>@N{ u,u_}
b. j>@/{i, i}
6. Monophthongizatio
a. a()>e()/j_
b. aL>o:, ou
7. Glide + High Vowel Monophthongizatio
a ju>i
yuki > iki
puyu‘winter’ > Modern fui
b. wi>u
awi ‘gnat’ >au
8. Shor Vowel Centralizatiol
a ibu>i
b. a e, 0> o (excep in thefirst syllable of aroot)
9. ru>1/_[+stop -voiced
iruka > ilka
10. Centra vowels are delete( in thest environments
a /VC_#
b. /VC_CV
11. Seconi Palatalizatio
a. kj>tforkf
b. gj>dzorgs
c. k>tfork(/_i
d. g>dzorgz/_i
12. Third Palatalizatio
a. ks>kf
b. gc>03
13.g>h/V_V
14.5,i>o0,u/p,b,mw

S

This produces a phonological system like the following:

Labial Alveolar Postalveol Palatal Velar Labio- Glottal

ar velal
Stop Voiceles: p t k
Voicec b (d) g
Affricate Voiceles: tf )

Voicec



Fricative Voiceles: f S § (x) h
Voicec % (2 (3) (n) fi

Nasa m n

Tag r

Latera I

Glide j <y> w

The prosody of Modern Swira underwent restructuring, whereby accdtedsho the first heavy
(long-vowel) syllable in the word, or else the first syllable betroot. Subsequently, all short
vowels in non-accented syllables were reduced or even dropped, and long wosweth syllables
were shortened.

Modern Swira

The most characteristic tendency of Modernifwhas been the tendency toward greater use of
analytic expressions where previously synthetic constructions werenty possible, but easier
and preferred. A major reason for this, is imitation of, and especiallystaiian from, Yuktepat,
which was an analytic language and had very few synthetic expressions at alh ¥dhnslating
from Yuktepat, its analytic phrases corresponded more closely to thetianaiyases of Classical
Swira - which originally were mostly emphatic paraphrases from singlehpolysynthetic verbs.
Thus analytic expressions came to abound in the literary languag@aBimas speakers of
Yuktepat adopted Sina, they found the analytic expressions easier to understand. This general
trend has interacted with some other grammatical changes. One is the recarafidoss of the
indirect object verbal prefixes. This has led to Moderni@wosing indirect objects almost
completely, becoming a language with maximally two nominal argumenthdoverb, like
Yuktepat. Indirect objects and adjuncts have come to be obligatorilkedadsy coverbs. Word
order has become less flexible, at least in the standard language, whatly sequires all
dependent verbs to precede the main verb. Both verb and noun compoundéigdtavne much
less productive. Verb compounding now is restricted almost only to oomgs of
manner-of-motion verb and path verb roots. Noun incorporation is wsedsionally in a
derivative function, but has lost its powers of backgroundingrmfttion and changing argument
structure. Finally, the tense system has been reformed, with the aspaistiradtions of the old
system becoming purely time-related, and a new future tense has besh add

Here I'll overview the grammar of Modern Sra. Rather than repeat everything | did for
classical Swra for Old Swira, I'll simply draw attention to certain areas where Moderrnr@vwas
changed significantly since Classical times.

Orthography

Literary Swira stands in the middle between the modern spoken language and tlsic&las
language. While admitting new changes in morphology and syntax/ pisgerves certain usages
that are archaic in the spoken language. One of the ways it is most conseigahe spelling
system. Even nowadays, written texts spell words in almost the samehegydid in classical
Swira times. The only change that has become standard is that writers rev lentg vowels that
have been deleted in Modern Ba. But there is no indication, for example, that Moderriiavihas

a completely different vowel system than Classicaitf@w



Phonology

Labial Alveolar Postalveolar Palatal Velar LabioGlottal
velal
Stops Voiceles: p t tf k
Voicec b g
Fricatives Voiceles: f s(~z) § X (~h)
Voicec Y,
Nasa m n
Tag r (~d)
Latera |
Glide j <y> w
i i u
al Y ou
a
i i u
el 9 eu
€, € 9, Q.
a, a

Pronominal Prefixes

There are two personal prefix systems in modernr&wn one system, all the prefixes - whether
agent, patient, or possessive - have been reduced to one set.

Prefixes Pronoun

1sg po- pei

1pl mo- mei

2sg b- lei

2pl u- ui

3a §- sui

3i to- tei

Interr. Io- nai

In the other system, there is one set for subjects and nominal possessitanother set for direct
object marking. The prefixes have been regularized, so that each pair ofegréfas the same
consonant but differs in the vowel. All of the subject prefixes havermgh vowel and all the
object prefixes have a high vowel.



Subject/ | Direct Pronoun
Possession Object

1sg po- pu- pei

1pl mo- mu- mei

2sg b- li- lei

2pl o- i- ui

3a %- Si- sui

3i to- ti- tei

Interr. o- Ni- nai

In both systems, indirect object prefixes have been eliminated, and thesireskexclusive
distinction in the first person plural has been eliminated, leavirlg thre exclusive prefixes.

Tense System

In modern times, the tense system has been retooled:
* Future -bal  -e-kal / -ble
* Preser — -€
 Pas -l -e-1/-ly-e/-ye

 Distan Pas -ya -e-ya / -ye

Language and Culture / Other Topics in Old Swira Language
and Culture

Names

Old Swira names were generally transparent, comprised of easily recognizable Moegstook
the form of noun compounds, or even descriptive phrases, whichuétdpositive qualities to the
name-bearer. While just about any fixed descriptive phrase could be usedaase, there were
two main types in general, syntactically / morphologically speakingeyT could exist as
nominalized verbs, usually containing a stative verb, or else as natmamadjectival prefix. The
fossilized-relative-clause type is more typical of ancient names, andtoribisimes the pattern
Adjectival Prefix + Noun increased and eventually dominated names. Also itathistory,
noun-noun compounds, and compounds of Tepatic elements, combined agctrdlepatic
grammatical rules, also became important.

Yaku temwor

Yakmwot - “The frog is ugly” - “Ugly Frog,” name of an historical figureYakwori
Mogikeru- “Everlasting Brightness” Moiker

Mogyalta- “Everlasting Fame” Moyalt

Uigusye - “Wise Serpent” {guse

Yupilorai- “The home is warm” {flore



Words for substances are common in hames:
telgu stone
kolle bronze
termu iron
kaye gold
auri  silver

A few animal names also appear in human names:
ung'a stallion
yosi ram
kuni  wolf
matko bear
Sye  serpent
nisku eagle

In male names, words for weapons are common:

oro knife

keldi arrow
arg*-,yeb  arrowhead
arte shield

sike ax

Female names commonly use the names of plants, especially flowers:
setti> se’¢i  flower
uruta flower of a hallucinogrenic plant
lily
datura flower
berry

uigu- wise

mogi- eternal, everlasting

alta- famous, respected, esteemed

to- big, large, great

peuge- strong, firm, indestructible

Some prefixes are simultaneously nouns:
alta- famous, respected, esteemed

Altakulde‘'Famous Hero’
Altakuni‘Famous Wolf’

Phrasal (Verbal) names:

AsmuandAstimu‘He is not burned’



SulsurtamuHe never asks for help’
Tekunildi ‘He runs with wolves’
Tirukawigai (Chirikavihe

Some more complex phrasal names occur which cannot usually be subsumecwitigle word.
Bire Matyari ‘The One-Eyed One’ (but alsBitmatyari)

Kollekata

Kunikulde ‘Wolf Hero’
Kunys ‘Wolfking’
Mogitelgu

Niskukulde (Niskulde)
Pyogekuni
Pyogetermu

Settelgu

Numbers (as prefixes) are also featured:

Sikeldi ‘Ten Arrows’

Telgukulde > Telhikilda
Telgusetti > Telhis&i
Termukulde > Terimkilda
Peugesike - Batsuh > Fyusik

Poetics and Stylistics

Quite unlike Mwentepat, early Swiric literature is almost whollyepg. Swiric poetry depends
neither on rhyme nor alliteration per se. Since most words are inflesiddprefixes, suffixes,
and clitics fore and aft, and because these morphemes are a rather small seendhichrépeat
anyway, harmonizing them is too easy. Instead, the focus is on roosw8wdric poets tended to
construct sentences with similar-sounding roots. So, the verbsanedjlines, or multiple verbs
within a line, would often share a vowel, or share an initial consortargo on. Parallelism in
grammar or syntax was also important.

The most complex form employed in classical poetry was a so-called ‘cross’ o
‘double-cross’ where all the verbs in a couplet would be crosslinkbd.rdots within each line
would rhyme; then the first roots in each line would alliterate; andlfirthe last roots in each line
would alliterate.

Philology and National Studies

Swira linguistics is strongly associated with political ideology and ipaldrly the nationalist
programme known ablokks or Kogunambu Both loosely mean “National Studies”: the first
name is based on Yuktepat roots, according to academic convention and Yukefax; the
second is based on Proto-Bav roots and preferred by National Studies scholars themselves



because of their emphasis on®avauthenticity.

During the long peace of the Mogyaitperiod, Koswira turned to introspection, figuring
out what it meant to be Swa within a society that was developed largely by the incorporation of
foreign Tepat elements, and often looking to the past for answers. Ttalled-National Studies
movement initiated by Uigugybelieved that the Swa were alienated from their true spirit by
shamelessly adopting Tepat culture, and that by studying the native eteoigheir culture this
spirit could be restored and the existential question answered. Thedarsctexonstructed as
much of pre-civilized Swra culture as they could by comparing records of the earliegtaSw
history with the culture of contemporary nomadic tribes to themdtira linguistics developed
as a handmaiden to National Studies, although it took its technique Tepat grammars (and
indeed the whole National Studies movement would not have existeduwvithe example of the
Tepat scholastic tradition). Though perhaps scientifically unspasgects of the early S
language became the basis of countless inferences concerning the culture apsiyehefogy of
the nation’s forefathers.

Swira national studies scholars of the later age took the late developmtarisafs as an
indication the early Swa had no concept of linear time, which was instead imposed by
over-enthusiastic appropriation of Tepat philosophy. Instead dhgaccess to all of nature and
humanity past and present, which was believed to have been the experiencprohitiee Swira,
the Svira had inherited from the Tepat an illusory division of past, presemt,fature which
alienated man from his origins and his hopes and dreams, confining hisiengeerto “the
moment.” Nationalist philologers decried this “Tyranny of Time.hllke Yuktepat, Old Swra
had no word meaning “time” specifically — the closest was a noun derivedtfiermerb “to pass.”
The seminal scholar Mol Tokunara justified this belief metaphysically by describingdias a
continuous flow, like movement through space, with no clear “boundaepiveen “present” and
other times. Imperfective aspect was unmarked — continuous action, bemamiy is the
fundamental, natural condition.

In Old Swira only inalienable possession was marked. If necessary to indicate, &ienab
possession was indicated by a construction with an indirect object. krgleonly a few things
like body parts and relationships (and interestingly, some othegsht one’s horse and dog, for
example, were treated like kinship terms) could be inalienably posseseedraly one could not
possess abstract, immobile, and inanimate things — like water or lasdrprisingly for a nomadic
people. There was no verb “have” either, instead using a “There is X with)(df @onstruction.
The possessive prefixes were also most similar tartieect objectverb markers. This was taken
to mean the Swa did not have the petty materialistic worldviews of advanced civibratwhich
were obsessed with possession and preoccupied with economics above all else.

Some nouns have been formed from verb roots by various derivatiooeégses. For
example, an infix - that indicates a concrete noun related to, or result of action, of a verb.
Gemination of the second consonant of the root can have this effect, as wevasgsas a
diminutive. Suffixation of a vowel to the verb root, which often enta consonant, is one process,
as is inverting the final consonant-vowel pair. This mutability of $hape of the morpheme,
which is recognizable in various forms by a certain non-linear “simylidrivas taken by scholars
as a manifestation of the “intuitive” nature of the Bavspirit, in contrast to the overly-rationalistic,
categorizing nature of the Tepat.

Some of the inferences drawn from this historical study were completaipds The

4The second dynasty of the 8w, which established order in the realm after two hundredsyef civil war among the
feudal aristocracy



importance of livestock to pastoral life is borne out by the ancient terrtherd,” *peiky which
gave Classicalku, “wealth, possession.”

One of the movements - taken seriously by some but treated more as a gathels - is
Swireipor Epouw® using native morphemes. Similar to the “Anglish” of English speaketthe
Yamatokotobaf Japanese speakers, the goal of this movement is to replace borrowed atuktep
vocabulary with native vocabulary. Those who practice this serioughg ho educate the public
and convince them that Yuktepatic words are not more prestigiousjigetgl precise, or
otherwise superior to native morphemes.

An important thing to note, though, is that even in the preclassical, doant’ era, the
Swira were influenced by surrounding nations, and especially Tepat. This calvsbeved in one
of the things most central to the archetypalifwifestyle, the sheep. The Classicali®wvord is
kilmu, which was a preclassical borrowing from Yuktepdit;, just as herding was a cultural
borrowing from Tepat.

Communication Culture: Greetings

What does the sky do today?

Are your animals fattening up wefl?

Texts

A Riddle
Tomoke Rosorasente foyekliti, tenarwai sukankaiinte tem sufinapemu. KYoniseka?
tomo.ke Ko.sor.ase.nte Yo.yeki.ikz. uti
world.in 1sG.target.berTC I.big.surpass.although
te.narwa.i su.kankailnte tem  su'k.na.pe.mu
3sG.shoot.NOM 3sG.great.surpass even S@1sG.hit.possibleNEG
k¥o.ni.se.ka

1SG.who.beINTERROGATIVE

| have the biggest target in the world, but the greatest archer in d¢ilel wannot hit me.
Who am 1?

The answer is:

5 Swireip(<Swrek"U) “Swira language” oEpouw (<EK*WoWE) “The True Language”
6 Swira traditionally greet each other with the “armshake,” mbggrasping the other person’s forearm near the
elbow.



Lepse

le.pi.se

2sG.sun.be

You are the sun/heaven.

then 3sg.tooth 3sg.take.ptc  3sg.hip3sg.cut.open.ptc 38y.too 3sg.enter.ptc
3sg.close.past
so-that next life  3sg.enter.can

X su.tandi.wi.nde su.koga.tai.nte su.tandime su.koga.mi
then 3Gtooth.takeeTC  3sG.hip.openpPTC 3saG.tooth.enteRTC  3sG.hip.closerPAST
so-that next life  3Genter.can

X su.tandi.wi.nde su.koga.tai.nte su.téme su.te.mli
then 3Gtooth.takerTC  3sG.hip.openPTC 3sG.tooth.enterTC  3sG.hip.closerPAST
so-that next life  3G.enter.can

su.tandi.wi.nde su.koga.tai.nte su.nte su.mili
3sG.tooth.takerT7C  3sG.hip.opernpTC 3sG.tooth.enterTC  3sG.hip.closePAST
so-that next life  3G.enter.can

Then he took his tooth, and he cut open his hip, and put the tootteirsnd closed the cut, that he
may pass whole into the next life.

Detritus
Akkai! pikki pikki

PPSwi % > @: *mabko > *matko
*matkq “bear” > maskq makko

Subordinating suffixes

Terminating suffixes
Verb-terminating suffixes
Sentence-terminating suffixes

Tepatic loanwords in Old Sira (pre-Invasion):
e kilmu“shee” < Tpt *kliy
* kate“sworc” <
e putL“grair’ < Tpt*phul
Old loanwords tended to add a replica of the root vowel at the end of thet after a consonant.

a(’)w >o:



a(y >e:

e>e

0>0
ew>jo>p

e:w > jo: > jo(u)

Length only contrasts in the first syllable of roots

-naa-
-Kiiv-
-tolog-
-kirag-

-muk-kiw- > -mikkive- “chop wood”
P>'naawlsi

i > u after labiovelars

-s(u) marks proximal argument
-t(u)/-r marks distal argument
-n marks extra-distal argument

-a marks the internal head of the relative clause
-i marks a nominalized verb

-nte  participial verb

-tal / -alli terminative / “until”

teeonaci « tonai, “his giving” or “a giver” > toune
sueonaei + swonai, “his giving” or “a giver” > svone

k¥oeona « k“ona
wieOna * uyona
i*Ona + yona
leeona - Iona
mieona + myona
sueona* swona
tesona + tona
nasona+ nona
aneona* anona

Oskulde- avenging hero >>skidda (in the capital dialect, simplyskdd, without the final vowel);
also Romanized aSskild Also known in Hamtum as Osklot.



| fucking loveit.
-kir-

-teldu- thing, object
-im- kind, type, species
-nim- what kind of
-sim- this kind of

-tim- that kind of

suspukei > supuki > s’fuk  warrior
*yur- self

Swirakogu > Svirakovu > Firakovu
The nation is also known asdsul.



Appendix I: Summary of Swira Morphology

Independent Verb

Prefixes ROOTS Suffixes
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
Person Applicatives NOMINAL | VERBAL
marking
Subject | Indirect | Direct | Indirect- Direct- NOUN VERB VERB | Adverbial, | Voice | Mood | Tense| Polarity
marker | object | object | object object ROOT ROOT 1 | ROOT 2| Phase

marker | marker | applicatives | applicatives (3,4..)
a- a- D- &- a- -@- -@- -Ita -0 -0 -0 -g
k¥o- w- KYi- au- ne- -pa(ri)- | -ro -ta -u -€ -mu
mi- n- mi- k"u- -pol- ki -ar -tak -li -ka
jo- i- jo- re- -me(ru)- -i -keu | -ga -we
le- I- li- -twe- -kvel | -pe -syu
wa- w- Wwi- -aki- -pti
Su- S- Si- ...etc. -tal
te- t- te- -tera
na- n- na-/ni -nte

-i

Dependent Verb
Prefixes ROOTS Suffixes
Person marking Applicatives NOMINAL VERBAL
Subject | Indirect Direct Indirect- Direct- NOUN VERB VERB Voice | Mood | Tense | Polarity
marker | object object object object ROOT ROOT 1| ROOT 2

marker marke applicatives | applicatives (3,4..)
a- @- a- a- @- -@-
k%o- w- KYi- au- ne-
mi- n- mi- k*u-
jo- i- jo- re-
le- [- li-
wa- W- Wi-




Su- S- si-
te- t- te-
na- n- na-/ni
Noun
Prefixes Suffixes
Possession Number ModifyingROOT | Modifying | Demonstrative Determiner ObliqueHead
prefixes suffixes marker | marker
-ke a
Deverbal Noun
Prefixes Suffixes
Possession Number ModifyingROOT | Modifying | Demonstrative Determiner ObliqueHead
prefixes suffixes marker | marker
-ke a







